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(ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE  LYME  REGIS  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1950. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health . Adam  Armit,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H, 

Sanitary  Inspector  &  Surveyor .  E.E.  Prescott,  A.R.S.I. 

Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer.... .  Miss  J.  Gurd.  up  to  20/4/50. 

Miss  B.E.  Lawrence,  from  I/5/5O. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  aores.  , .  ..  , ,  . .  , , 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population. 

No, 'of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  the  Rate 

Books  as  at  the  end  of  1950) 

Rateable  Value.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate.  ,, 


1,237 
..  3,063 

..  1,050 
..£26,853 
. .  £106 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


>  'Live  Births. , 

Total  Births, 
1  Legitimate, 
Illegitimate, 


Still  Births. 

Total  Still  Births, 
Legitimate. 


M, 


I. 


15, 

12. 

3. 


M.  F. 

1 

1 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population  -  11. 42  crude. 

12,45  corrected. 
Comparability  Factor  -  1.09 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  -  0. 32 


Total, 

M, 

F.  Death  Rate  of  all 
-  notified  Births  - 

Deaths 

of  Infants  under  4  weeks 

of  Age. 

Total, 

M. 

I. 

Bdaths 

from  Puerperal  Causes _ . 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1.000  live  and  still  births 

Deaths 

at  all  ages  and  from  ail 

Causes. 

M. 

lB. 

22,  Death  Rate  per  1,< 

population 

9,4  corrected. 
Comparability  Factor  -  0. 72 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES. 
Registrar  General  Is  Official  Returns. 


Males. 

•  Females. 

Total. 

1,  Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

m  , 

.  - 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other. 

— 

■  — 

— 

3,  Syphilitic  Dise-ase. 

1 

—1 

1 

4*  Diphtheria, 

— 

— 

— 

5,  Whooping  Cough, 

— 

— 

— 

b,  Meningococcal  infections. 

— 

— 

7,  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 

— 

— 

— 

o,  Measles, 

— 

— 

9?  Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases. 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

2 

— 

2 

11*  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

2 

— 

2 

12,  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

— 

— 

t— 

13,  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

— 

2 

2 

15,  Leukaemia  aleukaemia. 

— 

— 

lb.  Diabetes, 

1 

1 

17f  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

3 

4 

7 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

1 

3 

4 

19,  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

— 

2 

2 

20,  Other  heart  diseases. 

2 

3 

5 

21,  Other  circulatory  disease. 

1 

1 

22,  Influenza. 

_ 

_ 

23,  Pneumonia. 

1 

1 

24,  Bronchitis. 

1 

2 

3 

25,  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

— 

— 

26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

1 

— 

1 

27,  Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea. 

— 

— 

— 

20,  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

1  - 

1 

2 

29,  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

1 

— 

1 

30,  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion. 

— 

31,  Congenital  malformations. 

— 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

p3*  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

— 

34*  All  other  accidents. 

1 

1 

2 

35.  Suicide. 

3b.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

— 

— 

— 

Total. 

18 

22 

40 
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SANI TARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply, 


sources  of  supply,  namely,  the  Rhode  Barton  and 
The  f°rm9r?  owned  by  the  Council,  is  a  shallow  source  and 

bf  w  f  yneld  °f  48’p0°  eallons-  The  latter,  owned 

y  the  Lyme  Regis  Water  Company,  is  from  deep  springs  with  an 

?alJy,yieJd  750,000  gallons.  A  maximum  of_ 50,000  gallons 
by  the  Ooyn^il  from  the  Pinhay  Source  with  an 

tllis  up  to.  150, 000  gallons.  Both  supnlies 
?R7  ^Sly  chlorinated.  The  highest  daily  consumption  was 

fS1??8  °n  Jh?  14th  August.  9 C$  of  the  houses  have  water 
ha^.  n  "^e  rest  have  outside  taps.  To  meet  the  increased 

9  further  extensions  of  the  3”  main  have  been  made 
The  increased  supply  to  the  lower  reaches  of  the  town 
1  egfnning  to  make  itself  felt  on  the  continuous  supply  to  certain 
properties  on  the  higher  levels.  a  n 

+^v!lee  "fcaken  f°r  bacteriological  analyses  and  these 

proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


11 

11 


Rhode  Barton. 
2, d  degrees. 

0.7 

2.1 

1948. 

33.74“ 


Pinhay. 

13t0  degrees, 

10.9  " 

2.1  « 


1949. 

26.57” 


1950. 

38.70” 


Hardness. 

Total  Hardness. 

Temporary  Hardness. 

Permanent  Hardness. 

Rainfall.  1946.  .  1947. 

42.56”'  .  34.74" 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

of  B°i°ugh  is  on  the  water  borne  carriage  system, 
caravans  on  the  Monmouth  Beach  and  one"  Camping 
^11T,^„a+v.-  er  ^amPlng  Site  having  installed  proper  flush  lavatories 
Clospt  Tha  0oyinGil  collect  and  dispose  of  the  Elean  Pail 

*  ?r°!iJhe  Monmouth  Beach  twice  weekly,  while  the  other 
Monmouth  i^e  0wn  disposal.  The  rapid  growth  of  the 

bungalows  being  erected  in  most  inaooessible 
SSan  SiiSS111®  1°  much  difficulty  in  the  collection  of  the 

to  the  PTtin  «2°?JeTrbB?  serious  consideration  should  be  given 

sufficient  °nf  the  exie^ng  sewer  and  the  provision  of 

sufficient  water  close*  accommodation. 

iron  and  tidnl^i+^r i  t0wn  *s  drained  by  a  9"  sewer  to  a  12” 

drained  bv  on^f?oH  a"^  °°bb.  The  centre  of  the  town  is 

river  bedyand,*?n7  ^  a2d  1^"  BewQ*B>  'tbe  12”  and  15"  sewers  in  the 
tidal  outfall  aln^fv,ttLeo.£0:ceBll0re  being  of  iron  construction  with  a 
treatment  lust  hn-frt^0^^0'118  diB charge  without  retention  tanks  or 
With  the  inore«RPd°?^  i?w  Water  maxk>  west  and  east  of  the  town, 
it  has  become  ^0adinS  °f.  the  valley  sewer,  eastern  outfall, 

surface  water  intnBtvy  t0  adopt  a  drastic  system  of  separation  of 
winter  during  h^°  tbl?  sewer*  Observations  taken  throughout  the 
increased  storB  MVy  r&ins,  have  shown  that  this  sewer, without 

Sage' **?  ^  °f  fy 

drains  pvan+u nil tr  i?e  ?  ?  Further  lengths  of  surface  water 

if  tf  ?°h5UrSlng  int0  the  rlver,  have  been  laid  on  the 

overnfwe  of  Ike  eete?rVSme  ha™  b6en  effe°ted  t0  the  St°rm 
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Public  Cleansing:. 


1250  bins  are  collected  once  weekly  of  household  and  trade 
refuse, .  In  the  summer  season,  additional  collections  are  made  in 
the  business . areas  of  the  town  as  required.  The  refuse  is  disposed 
of. on  the  cliffs  east  of  the  town.  All  main  streets  are  swept 
daily  and  gulleys  are  cleared  weekly.  Litter  baskets  are  provided 
in  parts  of  the  town,  Marine  Parade,  Bathing  Station,  and  Monmouth 
Beach,  and  are  cleared  daily. 

Eradication  of  Vermin, 

lio  premises  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Shops. 

No  Notices  were  served  during  1950, 

Rodent  Control, 

There  is  no  Rpdent  Control  in  the  Borough,  but  the  Council's 
staff  periodically  treat  the  drains,  sewers  and  refuse  tip,  and  give 
advice  as  required. 

Petroleum,  Spirit. and  Carbide. 

No,  of  inspectipns . .  12,  No.  of  Notices  served .  Nil. 

School  Premises. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  Infant  School  were, 
re-constructed  during  the  year,  and  schemes  for  re-construction  at 
the  Junior  and  Senior  Schools  were  submitted  and  approved, .  Repairs 
were  also  carried  out  to  the  playgrounds. 

Camping  Sites. 


There  are  two  Camping  Sites  each  of  74  acres  and  5  acres  in 
area  respectively  on  the  hill  to  the  north  of  the  town,  Both  are 
supplied  by  main  water  led  to  a  point  on  each  site,  and  both  have 
Els  an  bucket  closets  which  are  emptied  into  pits.  Refuse,  such  as 
paper  and  tins  is  placed  in  bins  and  collected  by  the  Council, 

On  the  Monmouth  Beach  owned  by  the  Council,  there  has  been 
allowed  to  accumulate  a  collection  of  huts  and  caravans.  Water  is 
led  to  a  few  stand-pipes  but  there  is  no  water  borno  carriage  system 
of  sanitation.  This  site  is  supplied  with  bucket  and  Elsan  closets 
the  contents  of  which  are  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the  Council, 
In  the  interest  of  Public  Health,  good  planning  and  enforcement  of 
same  is  necessary. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

No,  of  Inspections, ,  314. 

Inspections  of  drains, ........ '  109 

Colour  Testing  -  Drains. .......  23! 

Water  Testing  -  Drains . .  39. 

Dairies, , . . , ’ ‘ . .  6, 

No,  of  Notices  served .  12* 

fvvvaatiif  ***Ua  • 


Sewer  defects . .  24j 

Fumigation, .  4, 

Camps,...,.,, .  10. 

Bakeries. t  6t 

No,  complied  with .  12. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD,' 
Meat  Inspection. 


Ali  the  slaughtering  for  West  Dorset  takes  place  at  the 
Slaughter  House  in  the  Bridport  Rural  District,  A  Veterinary  Surgeon 
appointed  by  the  Bridport  R.  D. C.  is  responsible  for’ the  inspection  of 
carcases  on  every  day  that  slaughtering  takes  pls,oG.  No  Report  has 
been  received  from  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  regarding  the  condemnation 
of  meat  at  the  Slaughter  House  during  the  year. 
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Mjlk  Supply. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act  1944  came  into 
°^^?:i;°no0n,1the4.ls^  October,  1949,  Under  this  Act,  all  persons 
h^2£?e+°n  Jhe.J?ade  of  Dairy  Farmer,  and  all  Dairy  Farms  have  to 
Local SAutho??fvlth  thc  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The 
lty  are  °nly  responsible  for  registering  all  persons 

which  ^e  usPdGn^rnd^  ?f  dlstfiButor  in  their  district,  and  all  premises 
wnich  are  used  as  Dairies,  not  being  Dairy  Farms, 

5°f  ?S  persons  registered. as . distributors  at  end  of  1950. .  *  1  ’ .  1 '  '  7' 

’  of  aB  a.  Dairy  not  being  a  Dairy'  Farm. . . . .  I \  3! 


No. 

No, 


of  Dairies  Inspected, ,,,,,,, „  % 
of  Notices  served. 


No,  of  Inspections. .......... J  Z\' 

. Nil. 


tha  n°  retailinS  milk.  Milk  from  4  farms  outside 

plant  in  the  R the  BorouSh-  There  ie  no  Pasteurising 
hand  cans^  BorouSh*  A  large  amount  of  milk  is  still  retailed  fron 


39  samples  were  taken  for  analyses  with  the  following  results;- 


Result. 

Fast PUT’n  qpH 

m  pp 

Passed, 

Failed, 

5 

1 

- a — - - 

■1*  •  I  • 

12 

1 

Accredited. 

3 

ivon-Designated. 

15 

2 

Total. 

35 

4 

The  Milk  .and  Dairies  Regulations  1949.  Part  Vll,  Section  20. 


These  Regulations 
where  Tubercle  Bacilli 


were  invoked  in  the  case  of  one  Producer, 
were  found  in  the  milk. 


Ice  Oream. 


N°*  ?f«SeS.°n  the  ReSister  at  the;  end  of  1950  for  the  . 

la;  Manufacture  of  Ice  Oream, , ,  p* 

~  5]TStorf  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream] !!!!!"!  I  1 1 ! . .  *  17 

. nspections. . . .  32,  No,  of  Notices  served, Nil! 

of  transportTleS  WGrG  taken  for  analysis>  owing  to  the  difficulties 


Condemnation  of  Food 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned;- 

• 

• 

. 

Cwts, 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Butchers  Meat _ T 

1 

A 

13 

0*7 

Tinned  Meat, . , 

1 

u 

r\ 

Boxed  Fish, . . 

JL 

U 

n 

23 

T  A 

Other  foods,  including  tinned. 

2 

c 

2 

14 

20 

~  7  ~ 

, HOUSING, 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 


No,  Inspected,.,., . .  35*  No.  of  Inspections,. 

No,  rendered  fit  after  Informal  Notice..., . . . 

No,  of  houses  largely  reconstructed, . 
Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation . 


35, 

35, 

4. 

o. 


Re-Housing. 


No,  of  New  Houses  completed  during  the  year  ;  — 

( a)  By  Local , Authority, ........... 

•  ,  , (b)  By  Other ’ Bodies, ? , 

No.  of  families  in  New  Houses,., ,  5,  No,  of  persons 
No,  of  requisitioned  flats,.,.. . 

No,  of  New  Houses  in  course  03f  construction  J— 

(a)  By  Local  Authority,.,...,.,’,. 

(b)  By  Other  Bodies,...,.,.,...... 


4, 

1* 

23. 

10. 


30; 

0. 


No.  of  New  Houses  built  since  the  War  ' 

( a)  By  Local  Authority, j ,, ,  66, 
,  .  Taken  over  from  Ministry  (Prefabricated) . i . .  10. 

•  .  .  M  By  Other  Bodies . . .  18, 

ii-rS  ProvideB  By  Private  Enterprise  construction. ,  17, 
.  *  By  Local  Authority  (Excludes  PrefabsJ 221, 

Approximate  Number  of  working  claas  houses  in  the  district, 598, 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


,  „  £r^re  Was  a  ^Barp  outbreak  of  Measles  in  June  Antil  September 
S  8  cases  were  notified  the  majority  of  these  occurring  in  the 

p  0  age  group,  15  cases  of  Whooping  Oough  were  also  notified. 


,  *  EBidemic  Catarrhal  Jaundice  mentioned  in  the  1949  Report 

had  disappeared  by  the  end  of  January,  1950, 


qr>hnni°Q0S?ho0Q0Ser?'ti0n  is  maintained  between  the  Head  Teachers  in 

the  .Sr  f1 n^T0^1  SVrse  aad  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  regarding 

from  th  fe5tl0is  Bis  ease, .  The  following  cases  were  notified 

W  A  n  Pofq1?  “  Jaundice  11,  Running  Ear  1, Influenza  X,  Measles  48, 
ona  oicon  Pox  9,  Impetigo,  1,  Mumps  1. 

BipBtheria  Immunisation. 

«o  ta.«  bom  i™i*«4TSmS1S”5o2“!  •1°"  “*  01  °lilax“ 


Children  under  5  years  of  age  at  31.12.50. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age 

Periods, 


New  Oases  notified 

during  1950. 

Pulmonary .  Non-Pulmonarv. 

M.  F.  ~M7~- - FT' 


0“  5 
5-15 
15-25 
25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  and  over. 


1 


Deaths  during  1950. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonarv. 

M.  F.  T.  F. 


Total.  1  1 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  1959  -  1950. 


New  Cases. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonarv. 

M.  F.  M,  F. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 


1 

1 


1945  1 


1946 

194 

194 


3 

1 

1 


1949  1 

1950  1 


1 


1 

1 

1 


Total  Cases  on  Register  at  end' of  1949 
New  Cases  notified  during  1950. 

Oases  from  other  areas  now  living  in 
the  District. 

Deaths  during  1950, 

Removals  from  District  into  other  areas 
Removals  from  Register  -  Cured, 

Total  on  Register  at  end  of  1950, 


Deaths. 


M. 

1 

*1 

F. 

1 

M. 

F. 

_L 

1 

*1 

- 

— 

1 

± 

1 

— 

— 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

•Pulmonary 

M. 

z 

1 


F. 

2 

1 


M. 

2 


2 

5 


4 


1 

1 


;  t  1 


: 

X 

I 


' 


I 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 
Part  1  of  the  Act. 


.  1*  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose 
*  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 


f  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
Inspectors) . 


— - 

Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

P  I*OS  6  0114$ 

U; Factories  in  which  Sections 

2j  3>  4>  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

35 

140 

(ii) Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

( iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-worker's 
premises) 

' 

Total. 

35 

140 

— 

— 

2,  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 

By  H.M, 
Inspecto 

prosecution 
V  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

r  , 

Unreasonable  temperature(S. 3) 

— 

<— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

.  _ 

. 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floor! 
(S,  6) 

5 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

*- 

- 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Ac 
(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

I 

— 

— 

•  Total. 

i 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

12 


Part  Vlll  of  the  Act,  * 

OUTWORK 

(Scotione  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work, 

Section  110, 

Section  111 

— 

No,  of  Out¬ 

workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sect.  110 
(1)  (o) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No,  of 
prosecu 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
intances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises. 

Noti¬ 

ces 

served 

Prc 

sec 

u  - 
tic 
ns. 

Nets,  other  {than 
wire  nets. 

5 

— 

- 

• 

- 

- 

Total, 

5 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

I) 


(< 


Table  A 

Table  B 


Table  0 

Table  E 

Table  F 


LYME  REGIS  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY. 


,  No  shipping  entered,  the  Port  during  the  year. 


(a)  No  passenger  traffic  was  carried  on  in  the  Port 

(b)  No  cargo  traffic  was  carried  on  in  the  Port. 

Water  Supply. 

Main  water  is  laid  on. 

Port  Health  Regulations. 

As  described  in  previous  Reports. 

.  Oases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 

Lronc.  “ 

Measures  against  Rodents. 

No  Rodent  Officer  was  employed  for  the  Borough 
and  Port  of  Lyme  Regis.  No  measures  were  taken 
to  rat-proof  premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Port. 

.  Rats  destroyed  during  the  year. 

(l7  None. 

,  (2)  In  Quays  and. Warehouses.  -  None. 

Food  Inspection. 

’There  are  no  Shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within 
the  area. 


- 


►  • 
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